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To all whom it may concern: • 

Be it known that I, Andrew Forsyth, of 
Columbia, in the county of Maury and State 
of Tennessee, have invented a new and useful 
Improvement in Machines for Breaking Hemp 
and Flax; and the following is a full and exact 
description thereof, reference being had to 
the annexed drawing of the same. 

It may be propelled by steam, water, or 
horse power, and works on the, principle of 
the saw-mill, having a sash, A, placed in a 
vertical frame, B B, worked by a crank, C, in 
the manner of a saw-mill gate. One or more 
brakes, D D, constructed in the usual manner, 
are placed on one or both sides of the frame 
and supported by and made fast to springs E 
E, the wide end of the brake placed toward 
the sash. The upper half of the brakes is 



made fast to the lower part of the sash. The 
small end or head is held up by arms F F, 
fastened to the top of the sash, a brace ex- 
tending from one arm to the other near the 
lower end. The flax or hemp is fed in be- 
tween the brakes by hand in the usual manner. 

What I claim as my own invention, and not 
previously known in the above-described ma- 
chine, is — 

The introduction of springs to support the 
lower part of the brake in the manner above de- 
scribed, or in any other substantially the same 
in principle. 

AND HEW FOBSYTH. 

Witnesses: 

John B. Johnson, 
Wm. S. Deummond. 
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